
HOW TO SELECT AND PURCHASE A GOOD QUALITY ROOFING SLATE  
 
UK manufactured slates (Welsh, Cambrian, Cornwall and Scotland) are/were generally of very good 
quality and have a useful life of 70 years plus.  
 
Today, say 85% of roofing slate sold in the UK is imported and of variable quality.  
 
The following guide aims to aid the self builder to purchase a good quality product.  
 

1. Only purchase slate with a pallet label, stating the source of the slate by country and quarry.  
(If the distributor does not know where the slate has come from how can he be sure of the 
quality?).    

 

 
 

2. Only purchase slate which has a CE mark on the label.  (This is a legal requirement and 
confirms the slate has been tested in accordance with European standards). 

 

 



3. Testing to European standards (EN 12326) does not make any statement regarding quality 
just that the slate has been tested.  
 

4. Only purchase slates that have been tested and the label on the crate shows the following 
minimum test results: 
 
T1 (As opposed to T2 & T3) checks for metallic sulphates which cause rusting leading to 
holes in the slate.  
 
S1 (As opposed to S2 & S3) checks for carbonate content which causes loss of colour, loss of 
density and slate failure. 
 
A1 water absorbency.  
 
 

 
 

5. If the price is “too good to be true” it probably is.  There is no such thing as a good cheap 
slate.  
 

6. Consider  
 

 Have you spent as much time selecting your roofing material as time spent selecting 
your internal floor coverings? 

 How much are you paying for your internal floor coverings compared to your roofing 
material?   

 Did we ask the ready mix concrete supplier for the cheapest concrete grade for the 
foundations?  So why do we want to put the cheapest slate on our roof? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GOOD (Penrhyn Quarry) 
 

 
 

 
THE BAD (Chinese slate – 3 years old!)  

 
 

& THE UGLY – Self-build (House not yet rendered!) 
 

 


